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Abstract:

The objective of this study is to identify and explain the most probable future options related to the auditing profession over the next
decade. In terms of nature, this study follows a mixed-method approach (qualitative—quantitative); in terms of purpose, it is applied; and
in terms of methodology, it is descriptive—analytical. In the qualitative section, scenario analysis was used to determine the key driving
forces influencing futures studies of information technology development in the auditing profession. In the quantitative section, the Delphi
method was applied in two stages. The statistical population of the study includes all academic and professional experts in the field of
information technology development in auditing—this includes senior managers at the Audit Organization, faculty members, and
professors of accounting and auditing departments who have published articles or supervised theses on topics such as factors influencing
the auditing profession, the future of accounting and auditing, and information technology development. To select the sample, a purposive
non-random sampling method was applied, utilizing the theoretical saturation technique. After conducting 13 interviews, data redundancy
was observed, and to ensure saturation, interviews were extended to 15 participants. To ensure data validity in the qualitative section,
peer review criteria were used. For reliability assessment, an intercoder reliability index was calculated. In the quantitative section, content
validity was confirmed through a survey of eight academic experts, and Cronbach's alpha coefficient was used to measure the reliability of
the data. The two-stage Delphi analysis results revealed the acceptance of 16 driving forces in the domain of information technology
development in the auditing profession. Interpretation of the findings indicates that with technological advancement in the future, clients
will have more confidence in automated auditing than manual auditing. Due to the broader fraud detection capabilities of artificial
intelligence, the relationship between auditors and clients will become more strained. Additionally, because of increased automation
(resulting in easier and less costly processes), audit clients will find the current pricing of auditing services less reasonable. Therefore,
despite the challenges posed by emerging technologies, they are expected to serve a supportive role for auditors.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The rapid evolution of digital technologies has significantly reshaped the landscape of the auditing profession. Once reliant
on manual processes and human judgment, auditing is now transitioning toward a more automated, data-driven, and
technology-dependent system. The integration of advanced technologies such as Artificial Intelligence (Al), Blockchain,
Robotic Process Automation (RPA), and big data analytics into auditing processes has accelerated the need for future-oriented
strategies and comprehensive scenario analyses to prepare the profession for the upcoming decade (Han et al., 2023;
Rodrigues et al., 2023). These technologies not only promise enhanced efficiency and reliability but also challenge the
traditional notions of auditor-client interaction, audit pricing, and the nature of professional judgment (Abu Huson et al.,
2024; Tiberius & Hirthr, 2019).

In response to this shift, futures studies have gained considerable attention as an effective method for examining the
trajectory of technological transformation in the auditing field. Futures research offers a systematic framework to identify
key drivers, uncertainties, and probable scenarios that can influence strategic decision-making (Bahramian et al., 2021;
Ramesheh et al., 2023). The goal is not prediction but preparation, enabling stakeholders to design adaptive strategies that
align with emerging technological trends. Moreover, the increased demand for real-time reporting, automated fraud
detection, and integrated assurance services highlights the urgency for such strategic foresight (Han et al., 2023; Shin & Park,
2022).

Recent studies have underscored the role of digital competence in auditors' ability to adapt to technological advances.
The presence of barriers—such as organizational inertia, lack of digital skills, and ambiguous regulatory standards—can hinder
the effective adoption of new technologies (Mahdavi & Karimi, 2014; Sepasi et al., 2016). At the same time, the potential
benefits of IT implementation, including improved audit quality and litigation risk reduction, present strong incentives for
modernization (Akbari & Vaghfi, 2022; Alghizzawi & Masruki, 2024). Especially in small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs),
information systems have already demonstrated their value in increasing transparency and reducing human error (Ziaei
Bideh, 2023).

The success of digital transformation in auditing will also depend on the capacity of educational systems and professional
institutions to enhance digital literacy and equip auditors with the necessary technical and analytical competencies (Suarta
et al., 2023). Future auditors must not only understand the tools they use but also be capable of exercising judgment in
interpreting automated findings, maintaining ethical integrity, and navigating client relationships in increasingly digital
environments (Backhaus et al., 2014). This complex interplay between human and machine competencies underscores the
need for multidimensional research that blends qualitative foresight with quantitative validation.

Against this backdrop, the present study aims to identify and validate the most probable drivers shaping the future of
information technology development in the auditing profession over the next decade. By adopting a mixed-method approach
that combines scenario analysis and the Delphi technique, this research offers a data-driven yet interpretive framework for
envisioning and strategizing for the future of auditing in a technologically dynamic context.

Methods and Materials

The study employed a mixed-method design encompassing both qualitative and quantitative methodologies. In the

qualitative phase, scenario analysis was utilized to identify and interpret key drivers influencing the future of IT development
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in auditing. Data were gathered through semi-structured interviews with 15 academic and professional experts, selected
using purposive sampling and theoretical saturation criteria.

To ensure credibility and dependability, peer review and dual-coder consistency methods were applied in the qualitative
phase. The quantitative phase consisted of a two-round Delphi process, where panelists assessed and validated the
importance of the proposed drivers using structured questionnaires. Content validity was confirmed through expert panel
review, and internal consistency reliability was tested using Cronbach’s alpha.

The research sample consisted of leading audit scholars, senior managers of audit institutions, and faculty members with
a publication or advisory record in topics such as auditing, IT development, and financial foresight. The integration of the two
phases allowed for triangulation and comprehensive interpretation of the results.

Findings

The Delphi analysis in two stages led to the identification and confirmation of 16 critical drivers influencing the future
development of information technology in the auditing profession. These drivers include, but are not limited to: widespread
adoption of Al in audit tasks, integration of blockchain for real-time transaction verification, increasing automation of data
collection and analysis, growing client demand for real-time audit reports, pricing challenges due to cost-saving technologies,
and rising client preference for automated over manual auditing.

Participants forecasted that trust in automated auditing would exceed that of traditional human-conducted audits,
particularly due to Al's superior capabilities in detecting fraud and anomalies. This trend, however, is anticipated to generate
tensions in auditor-client relationships, as clients may perceive less need for human intermediaries and expect reduced fees.

The qualitative analysis further revealed that despite concerns about the loss of human oversight, emerging technologies
are viewed as support tools rather than threats. Experts emphasized the need for strategic adaptation, emphasizing capacity-
building, ethical frameworks, and regulation alignment as prerequisites for successful technological integration.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study reflect the profound structural changes awaiting the auditing profession in the digital age. As
automation, Al, and blockchain increasingly permeate audit procedures, the conventional model of auditor-client interaction
and judgment is being disrupted. The confirmation of 16 key drivers not only validates the perceived urgency of technological
change but also underscores the necessity for the auditing profession to strategically evolve.

One of the most significant implications is the shift in client trust from human auditors to automated systems. While this
may enhance audit objectivity and reliability, it also poses risks related to reduced human oversight, ethical ambiguity, and
potential over-reliance on algorithmic outputs. The anticipated tension in auditor-client relationships calls for redefined roles
and renewed communication strategies within audit engagements.

The projected decrease in audit fees, driven by increased automation and operational efficiency, could further challenge
traditional business models. Audit firms may need to reconfigure their value propositions, focusing more on advisory roles,
integrated assurance, and analytics-driven insights rather than conventional compliance audits.

Nonetheless, the study also highlights opportunities. Emerging technologies are not inherently adversarial to the auditing
profession; rather, they offer tools to improve audit quality, reduce fraud risk, and enhance transparency. To harness these
advantages, auditors must embrace continuous learning, develop hybrid competencies, and adopt a mindset of technological

curiosity and flexibility.
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Institutions and policymakers must also act decisively. Investment in digital education, ethical governance frameworks,
and updated audit standards will be essential to support the sustainable integration of new technologies. Future readiness
should not be left to market forces alone; it requires proactive planning, collaborative foresight, and inclusive dialogue among
all stakeholders.

In conclusion, the future of auditing lies at the intersection of human judgment and machine intelligence. As technology
continues to advance, the profession must not only adapt but lead in shaping a future where innovation and integrity coexist.
This study offers a strategic foundation for navigating this complex transformation, guiding auditors, educators, and
regulators toward a resilient, value-driven, and digitally empowered future.
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